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WHOSE SOCIAL SECURITY IS IT?  
   The demonstrations under way across the country against Wall Street and the financial industry /big banks include a huge number of people who could care less about the identified purpose – any purpose is okay for a reason to raise hell and exhibit some “civil disobedience.”  But, the number of serious people is growing, -- serious people who are so genuinely fed up with Washington, they are willing to turn to the streets.

   Today’s edition includes a forwarded e-mail on SOCIAL SECURITY, that “entitlement” so many elitists are fond of blaming for all the country’s financial difficulties. 
   Remember, not only did you contribute to Social Security, but your employer did too.  It totaled 15% of your income before taxes (unsure of date that was the rate). 
   If you averaged only 30K over your working life, that’s close to $220,500.00.
   If you calculate the future value of $4,500 per year (yours and your employer’s contribution) at a  simple 5 percent (less than what the government pays on the money that it borrows), after 49 years of working, you’d have $892,919.98. 
   If you took out only 3 percent per year, you’d receive $26,787.60 per year, and it would last better than 30 years, and that’s with no interest paid on that final amount on deposit!  

   If you bought an annuity and it paid 4 percent per year, you’d have a lifetime income of $2,976.40 per month. 

   The folks in Washington have pulled off a bigger Ponzi scheme than Bernie Madoff ever had. 

   Entitlement? Paid cash for my social security “insurance”! 

   Insurance is what they called it, but, if any insurance company handled your money the way the U.S. government does, State regulators would shut it down and the executives would be charged with fraud. 

   Just because they “borrowed” the money, doesn’t make my benefits some kind of charity or handout! Congressional benefits, a/k/a, free health care, outrageous retirement packages, 67 paid holidays, three weeks paid vacation, unlimited paid sick days, now that’s charity, welfare, and they have the nerve to call my retirement “entitlements”!  

   Someone please tell me what’s wrong with the people who run this country! 

   We’re broke and can’t help our own seniors, veterans and orphans. We are about to cut their benefits to save money. 

   Yet, in the last months/years, we have provided aid to Haiti, Chile, and Turkey. And now Pakistan, the country that gave sanctuary to Bin Laden, the country that thumbs its nose at America on a regular basis, all the while demanding more foreign aid as if America has no choice. Literally, BILLIONS AND BILLIONS OF DOLLARS!!! 
   Our retired seniors living on a “fixed income” receive no aid, not even annual cost of living increases because their fudged numbers show there has been no inflation for how many years now?  three???, nor do our seniors get any breaks while our government and religious organizations pour hundreds of billions of dollars and tons of food to foreign countries! 
   “They” call Social Security and Medicare an entitlement, even though most of us have been paying for it all our working lives. Now when it is time for us to collect, the government is running out of money. Why did the government steal, I mean “borrow” from it in the first place? 
   AMERICA: a country where we have homeless people without shelter, children going to school and bed hungry, elderly going without needed meds and nutritional food, and the mentally ill going without treatment, I could go on . . . 

   Imagine if the Government gave US the same support they give to other countries. SAD???

   The closing line of that forwarded e-mail read:  YEAH, OK, SO WHEN DO WE GET ANGRY ENOUGH TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT????

   Well, this writer must opine, if the demonstrations across the country are any indication, that time just may have arrived. Witness the massive move from banks to credit unions! Witness the backtracking of Bank of America on its debit card fees!
   This writer has never offered a dare before, so today’s is a first:  I double-dog dare every reader reading this column to forward it to your Congressman and Senators! 

   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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